United States Attorney
Southern District of New York

FOR | MVEDI ATE RELEASE ~ CONTACT: U.S. ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE

JUNE 3, 2005 HERBERT HADAD, MEGAN GAFFNEY
PUBLI C | NFORMATI ON OFFI CE
(212) 637- 2600

BEL| ZEAN GANG LEADER SENTENCED TO 400 MONTHS
| MPRI SONVENT FOR MULTI - TON COCAI NE | MPORTATI ON OFFENSES

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced that |ate yesterday,
GEORGE ENRI QUE HERBERT, a Belizean gang | eader who worked with
Mexi can and Col onbi an drug cartels, was sentenced in Manhattan
Federal court to 400 nonths’ inprisonnment (33 years and 4 nonths)
on cocai ne inportation charges.

HERBERT was convicted by a Federal jury in Decenber on
all four counts of an indictnment charging himw th inporting
mul tiple tons of cocaine into the United States between March
2001 and August 2002. The jury also found that HERBERT enpl oyed
firearns in connection with the cocai ne-trafficking offenses, and
t hat he managed and supervised others in the offense.

According to the evidence at trial, Herbert was
enlisted in March 2001 by a corrupt Belizean governnent official
wor king with the notorious Mexican Juarez Cartel, to assist in

the snmuggling of ton-quantities of cocaine fromthe Atlantic



coast of Colonbia to Calderitas, Mexico. HERBERT, assisted by
armed nmenbers of his Belize City street gang, the “George Street
Crew,” received the cocai ne shipnments, each approximately 1.5
tons, in the waters off Belize from speedboats di spatched by
hi gh-1 evel Medellin cocai ne supplier Mauricio Ruda-Al varez.
HERBERT and hi s associ ates then transported the shipnments through
the reefs and small islands off Belize, to the port of
Cal deritas, Mexico. In Calderitas, Juarez Cartel operatives,
assi sted by corrupt Mexican police, took custody of the cocaine
and shipped it to the United States. The evidence at trial
established that in this manner, HERBERT participated in the
i nportation of over 12 tons of cocaine into the United States, as
wel | two cocai ne shipnments, totaling over two tons, that were
foiled by the United States Coast Guard in the spring of 2002.
The evi dence showed that after Mauricio Ruda-Al varez conm ssi oned
a failed kidnaping attenpt on HERBERT in August 2002, HERBERT
vowed revenge in an interview with Belizean police. Two nonths
| ater, Ruda-Alvarez was found nurdered in the trunk of a car in
Medel I'i n.

In addition to the conduct found by the jury, United
States District Judge SIDNEY H STEIN, who presided over
HERBERT s trial and sentencing, found that HERBERT had perjured
himsel f during his trial testinony by falsely asserting that he

bel i eved the cocai ne shipnents to be part of a DEA-sanctioned



under cover operation.

HERBERT was prosecuted by the Ofice s International
Narcotics Trafficking (“INT”) Unit, with the assistance of the
New York Organized Crine Drug Enforcenment Strike Force (the
“Strike Force”), which is nmade up of agents of the Drug
Enf orcenent Administration (“DEA’), Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation (“FBlI”), Bureau of Immgration and Custons
Enforcenment (“I1CE’), Internal Revenue Service, United States
Marshal s Service, New York State Police and New York City Police
Department. The 400-nonth sentence is the latest in a string of
| engt hy sentences handed down to high-1level foreign-based cocaine
inmporters in cases prosecuted by the INT Unit. Last year, Juarez
Cartel chieftan Jorge Manuel Torres Teyer was sentenced to 456
mont hs’ i nprisonnent, and Juarez Cartel operatives Victor Manuel
Adan Carrasco and Oscar Moreno Aguirre were sentenced to terns of
264 nonths’ and 204 nmonths’ inprisonnent, respectively. Last
Wednesday, in another case prosecuted by the INT Unit, Col onbi an
cocai ne kingpin Al berto Ol andez Ganboa was sentenced to a term
of 480 nonths’ inprisonnent. Oher |eaders of the Juarez Cartel
— including Al cides Ranbn Magana, Jesus Al bino Quintero-Meraz,
Gl berto Salinas-Doria, and Mario Villanueva-Madrid, the forner
governor of the Mexican state of Quintana Roo — are in custody in

Mexico awaiting extradition to the Southern District of New York



for their alleged participation in a conspiracy to inport over
200 tons of cocaine into the United States.

The successful investigation and prosecution of
HERBERT, and the dismantling of the Central Anmerican and Yucatan
Peni nsul a operations of the Juarez Cartel, were acconplished with
t he assi stance of offices of the DEA in Belize Cty, Merida,
Mexi co and Bogota, Colonbia, the Belize Directorate of Public
Prosecutions, the Belize Police Departnent, the Col onbi an
Department of Adm nistrative Security, and the Mexican Attorney
Ceneral’s Ofice Organized Crine Unit. M. KELLEY praised the
out standi ng i nvestigative efforts of the Strike Force, the DEA,
and | aw enforcenent authorities in Belize, Colonmbia and Mexi co.

Assi stant United States Attorneys RI CHARD SULLI VAN and

ANl RUDH BANSAL are in charge of the prosecution
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